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While at Wallace Floyd Associates, Jim Purdy, Collaborative VP 
and Ed Shoucair, Collaborative President, created a master plan 
for more than a quarter of MIT's campus. The plan resulted in 
one million sq. ft. of building development, and a system of 
pathways, lobbies, and open spaces that bring people together 
and support the interchange of ideas. This represented a planning 
and urban design challenge equivalent to building a new village. A 
major objective was to create buildings that could learn, 
consistent with MIT’s philosophy of designing buildings that are 
capable of being scaled up or down to meet the changing needs 
of the Institute’s programs. 

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) is a private research university in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. It is often ranked as one of the world's most prestigious universities. The Institute is 
traditionally known for its research and education in the physical sciences and engineering, but more recently 
in biology, economics, linguistics and management as well. MIT's 168-acre (68.0 ha) campus in the city of 
Cambridge spans approximately a mile along the north side of the Charles River basin. 
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